S,

% Search for , F ; \ f & /
mensenﬁ 4 Cummun Grul.md Tearfund x % .,Chﬁj_dq_NL
met een J I S RA Y
missie

2o S8y ¢l o 5T OV GV (u pleusY ) G, glisy 13U
YeYY/oYIV

B Qo 8padl digde § Condl I VoYY ol QS dghy 81all sl 5L by / GLAI 055518 &
Jo— §ble y dlo) (| s) «g?:;;élj«’_wl” L“,_J.ngl Josl) &S5 ikl 8yoldy §9 piin o GSHLid) Hms dusl) go_l:’:."l
g3 OIS dalisee d3y09 dyd Olegame go GSslidl duass g o))l s B padl (] 55,5 dadlones S5-io

bl gy 8 esd Ugiz i wll Loz l93l] sy ol

OY Lgeal s @olsll s ¥ 31l blsh Slase L] Js-all -Sg9 8o 94 a3 Lol 0ds Of oo &
Le) doge dmly Blys 0 oopali * dgloxd etk S5zl o matss LE15 Ugandaa S5 b eslly Lol o da 23V
] Uslome IS o . JSLadll Calise o 1S 13539 Giendd U] 60T $3Il ,a - (gally Lslatlls dalll S &
Ss-aill YLl asy @9 Y slrciwl § dliaxl) Aol 78Y1 duslokl ;shl 03 (eyguS daliseh] jguSdl 0yis3 Lg
Calghll jady 5 orm @ Bolishl dwlobly eVl o o, U A3l Jdas O Slusslodl ode i gods .« ol
Lalised) Laswll Olelosd) yo Lcloao¥) GBI Oy pas ddlsd] oda s «dusldl] o sliiwh Laylasl g,5Y)
AW o el Olgiadl § M) izl 31 gl padl s 0315 31 ,oY) g9 S SIS Bl elos] pans &

Bl § wae B9 (6T e SST Glage LAY oo pLelly etliadl Ol gl padl usy Lo Al § csodl i s

daz It e 3Ll § Liilhl Ololws¥) dsdlze J] (L) ol ol Joasld dS7idl 8y0Lll =us
gnzd) & ymg et Gioleill 500355 J] Olgiw pumasd doig $31 poiygmui sl g .OLYI g 5 ST 025 3sdioet)
S5ad) pdlably el BLST s 0aaslug s (B3lsd) slosl gaz § ds gkl Ll Olrainbl 2 s Joasis
GG g5l Olladly LY mg UL Jesls Shludl :dalise Shlus L3 s e dh sl Lds o
Lol Slelosdl g bl (e Bolatwl) ugyadly HE &Y ¢, b d 58] Gladl (6519_% dhi3Y oda JS o5
585 § AT USdy el s . Ol3ladly OMiailly gl sguw podid 85Ly50 3,4l zaizs goo OlulSsl § 6,5V

(sloizY) g

SLaby 8 padl U] dSiiin Ao oo 8,58 egudil 9sSylid) b (Gloa¥l g daisYl gus] UM (JLk) dapw s
& oLl g lgLolsy CaSg 8)0Lkl Sl & Lz )95 s Islid Losis i) (ulS INs 31l Coseinll sl
158 OLaYls Ol Calisn s g

eloizYl eluletlly el Lilagy dalsibl b bow Y dewlad)l Lisgalio pasy el JSiin dpus g9 s 58 23S
Lilhe ad ,S8Y ST el 8padl J) Cladll OIS ... dalie GLE oo Olsaize g JuslSily dS)Likl M5 (e
bl @S e Yuns dis e (ol Gy b alId gos Bugiud] Sl Glin LA 055Tu CS oY @iludl §

(Gle Y1 i iy e 5SS &hlie)» oo Coalsiy Bols oo ol Y ol deme sl CaSlghall oo Lol s



S| s3] plozall 509 (5, Y OLBLEN (s a3kl 48,6 Bige CuSy - e Loyl § LS 8 padl 3)Ls5 )by
S Ladl Layl oladly deee sl Aaslall o fpadadly Sodl (pdlysll St b padl § s Olude N5
Dlacie LSl . lisee JSig Lkl Olwbiun 5315 (aS omgd Ll acalises JSio pgibidlone § dwlead! &5
(Ll ¥V dslansdl s ,S3)» LoliSyLs -l Ol

dpby dyem L] 5Sabl oo 4T HLalY LAY g LUl el g gl (e 5328 Y1 ALYl 0d oy has o
& Busall 0 oM doslell dpmazd] I8 s 03loiel dis .3l § Al Olebaad] s e 3ty 1) 8usly
O ) zaizy (bl slowl maz 3 mlid V9 ) o ele US OLaaYl oo bl pUSoll ¢ guwls JLiioVl oy ¥ <) - ale
geaizmbl & 0LV oo Joladl dads earhisl 5538 5LabY 6,2V dwsd) Lilgdl Ole gazag Ogisal

4 dnlaieg (MM) dnlaies (PFO) & ,odly el dabaio (SFCG) dS i dndsl (s ol daliin - e 55,5
& L] ploasW Byl slovl gne § Olraimbly iblshl 8565 - uidyss (CAPND) 3Ll § Aol Olusluel
gliar ¥l LaiSes oLall il Olegamd) gz Lyd jmi3 Ololuns Lisy Lo dasdly 9Ll o pUsll JLazoYl

o) s o padl) 8,8 Olsll e Jaans 5 gl

& 0LVl o plwdl §dios ol s a2l e Juolgiw OLaoll g pUSell & sl ol podl Boluay Loy
Jecolall 1231 bl E8yme & k)3 CiS 18] b gll & polikl 05 g e SLad dizh a3l NS (e Gyl elonil @an
PEN]

Search for Common Ground:
Facebook: @sfcg.iraq

Instagram: sfcg iraq

Peace and Freedom Organization:
Facebook: @PFOORG
Instagram: @PFOORG

CAPNI:
Facebook CAPNI for Humanitarian Aids in Iraq:


https://www.facebook.com/PFOORG
https://www.instagram.com/pfoorg/?hl=en

wdd Sl Olgh dalls 4 gl Shlz & 5L) Ll 3l 23

S95-5L 4 6l &)L dJ S Cigiwodds VoYY olusdS sl olsd 35 oolidds dJluwds ) V3 &J
OLSELEAS (| jusz) il §5815m 00,5 33 vdiygles (s idtwod” dJ Olggylucids 4 Sidy 95209334 1,5
BlaSh 5 09,5 Olosnsliddr $0945 $lyordw . CwsSTy 0 s 3 694555345 S335b 5 lgduds o S48 4J
52 3953l §5 0ASs CeddS Couggilios GLigsada 19smda Glyyadly S VA 95 Slsluz $09454 9 w9

ObaS dsloins OD)lj_Jd.m 0SSy

CSSez S 4 slaydid) GAS4SE,S Sl ) (Ci9aSi 00 Soggm 1B ALVl wsle 4 4SS0, 4w sdS pds
=30 ogdals 4o diligle 45 31,5 HlpeSem ds HeSue ddundn OB 4L Vsl ) Golgsiiy 9 SYlz
(oSleiind dy 9Ly 4t dS 09535 09 ¥gdn g $o3lzydw 9 Glws> plddw (LRO3ydw iy 3 0945 0D
43099y HASLYIBL 5 Jsda pdls gl NS4l 5 595-UsS 5 Ole) 33,SSdS0s sde 5 953,554 Blxe Sau
83 dlsds GLyeses 3o, Sesly 5 O awjlobe Go9di yuw JuSB03lska 45lSL Ols5 4 23,5 5 GwsEshdy g3
Gl il ydwd) dio)9) 4S 69d350943594S Ig 4.3;,543@& 0)3-2 pd5 .90, S 480348 3 09LiSo ydw 19yl a4
diol 4339, Ols S asaYandS dusionidy (Il sl pd ) CisaSios SIieVan Sog S
S35 sl 13990,0ly Sl Yo 4 $0945 Sog sladuide 43y 095 i8S a8, ¢ )dwilydw 4J O63lslee
Adae 19,0 6B 9 500 $hL A Glunshy ;5U) GlSggede dd 31,5 liwds dyogds ) diadldw Ghdads 099.lEss

CSodwsle iligods 3o 09eSTsdn a3 Hd) Olsoutsds () il 305w 09,5 3 Bdsla (ydsciimwod
Slsoadsds dalw ity 4 posdS pds O B3 4 456 Hesdals srdwoly OSaiul Ol 65b3
Sytudlydw 4 O 0y5 > 9ly55 duinl S JASd | ucis Ol (3090)ds Olsgoda L 5 Sidwsla (Sb3osaShy
G 40 Lz 5B ASYe OB bdisle dudSog0))d 9 Lady $o9d 22390 3 Oilded Ylddab 9 o) 3,5
Ll 61,55 55 4 93,505 1p0993 duwl Sd 53955 55 93,55 pdS4 (33,500 Godde sl $B3,HLs
(035903 pladds o ydisle (Sarogid 4 dSLSYle pdS ggoda JUSEALE 0905 4T (9,5, tpdw JuSE63lsle
O ASHALB 5 FLindSrSi Coiilsion 1Sy (S5 duul dyss,S JaSU (3, Suxiondy 45 o9ad 09s-leds 3o Grdads

.u_“;sdgﬁmﬁ Gl 30, S5xedy dJ yluidy (lggods 0945 o oga_“,liﬁaggy:

S 4 31,5 sosl5-Jda 5oy Gulsade SISLES 3o 0peds 0 dsle (KBS iwsSY) $455,m 4956 32
oz 33 $0310303 155 5 Ol slimasyy SBE a3y LSHliciy 09l sz Glosplicidy $395 Gu¥d doghisdS uale
0195 0999, S |rwdns 59 Ol irdS 0945 Oleds QLB 9528 5 (ol dwilsbis shyosdw AL idS pdS irwsSSy 4J

HITEIN QL&:}?Og Laog

SO S SIS O)lslizr 0)95-sS JASA O35-J455 5 90,505l Sy (o ES A d sz $033,”
992 ST s 33 (LS dpde 094 54VARSS S 9 AL ) SAd09)4y Sl 55 SABL 92935
030 4 oo 09409 doy dw 45,500 o—dyie Gt 4S 59mlgely ASTsz 090950, d (I prw Syde iDL 4S
Y1 Odeds (Sdogg iy Gass dads) “p99,% 090 Olid 5 pygs JASE lwans JaSU ;5L 5e-SJas I, S

(@i seds -S> Jla

ol 4 .0l GLoyestlS Hdwd) 155 Couga0d (93034 pi9ds 3-Syde ik 450z dwdsy 3 a9 Cwgadio
Sabis 80 Hduwd) Oloaligdad iy eSlady b Ahs0,ads 5 dmd Gloluse 5 Coudiiioy BB Ly



(bl dnds LJL“’ YV Odeads (Sdoggiliid gdig dadd) «3,S OLélgl ghdogle u_}l.b 9 0ol 49l 4J

Gliay 45 0945 35 S 63lskzls n Giale sdmdan y8Sosllu 45 155,045 Sog S355y 4 0504w saibssé pdl
S 3952503 $35) 4 .3 Suiwsgyd S Aol 4359, 5194 5o Glewiid ubigsd Sdo ClSos 4S (o
Lo & Slw ggoda lgds O 03lsLizlyy d3ale 4 Gobdw Vo1 - Sl 3509535,5Sogdids LaiS gdddesS
o3 So3)l S 0)aSaSle 4395, 5 sl §03,Sydw by 4 9 Il 4 453 pdS Sl 950 Glgd -V

3550309 399w ISe)lslus 4l GEYL Lads dJ dSJdedS 0945 3o Lidods

9 09453453 653y pdS $3Ly 0945 (HAS63 35 ()5l 4 STaa3S 5 Sas ad Iols Lz 5035, Gl sasle
9 0450 Jda¥dw 4oy Cwda (lggseda dS Sdoudiwd) Gulwsdoy 5 pdasle 5 (209450 B 5o SBddyos 434Sy
04S06d -35b Iy S 354 |J~_;j§§933 S dw)b dd Olggoda 0945 Sog Q,S.})Og =

4_}34.;:: 9 u_:Sleo aJ dalgodyds | s a8 0jlglizlg p (3ayle (gddda (09435,S5L (653 (3190 §y0ds 1USBE «J
GIS‘L::&; “.. :.".

1l 1 ol L3 ¥
Search for Common Ground:
Facebook: @sfcg.iraq

Instagram: sfcg iraq

Peace and Freedom Organization:
Facebook: @PFOORG
Instagram: @PFOORG

CAPNI:
Facebook CAPNI for Humanitarian Aids in Iraq:


https://www.facebook.com/PFOORG
https://www.instagram.com/pfoorg/?hl=en

Why Iraq needs interfaith harmony now more than ever

YoYY/ VIV

On the Vath of January, the Iraqi national team won the Y- YY Gulf Cup that took place in the Iraqi
southern city, Basra. Many participants from ‘The Joint Initiative for Strategic Religious Action’
(JISRA), organized a trip from the districts of Nineveh Plain and Kirkuk province, to Basra. Despite
the participants identifying with different religious and ethnic groups, the underlying motivation

was the same: they all wanted to travel South to support their national team.

While this trip may sound small and arguably even a given for nationals of Iraq, its significance
ought not to be overlooked as inter-faith activities and support have not always been guaranteed.
Ruling Iraq along sectarian divides dates back pre Saddam Hussein’s time, and stems from the
continuous efforts of trying to ‘nationalize’ one unified Iraq (including language, culture, and
religion)- something that has led to great marginalization and tension between the different
factions. By trying to hold on to what the different fractions considered theirs, the default practice
of excluding the other, and in some extreme cases ’banning’ was developed. Such practices ensure
that one’s own sect remains a majority and the standard practice, while the others can be dismissed
as ‘an exception to the rule’. Against this backdrop, the social relations between the different
religious groups across Iraq have been greatly damaged, something that has been compounded by
conflict that has swept the country in the past Y+ years. As such, in its post-conflict state, FORB and

interreligious harmony matter more than ever in Iraq.

The Joint Initiative for Strategic Religious Action (JISRA) seeks to address the sectarian divides
in Iraq through an effort to achieve greater interfaith harmony. The five-year consortium seeks to
advance harmonious coexistence and freedom of all, JISRA works with diverse religious communities
across Iraq, helping them discover shared values and interests. JISRA’s activities are implemented
along three different pathways: intra-religious, inter-religious, and extra-religious pathways.
All of these activities take place in parallel, to ensure that reflections and lessons learned from
engaging with other religious groups, can be brought up in reflections with one’s own community
to further debunk misunderstandings, representations, and rumors. This further contributes to the

strengthening of the social fabric.

For instance, during one of the inter-religious activities, the idea to organize a joint trip to Basra
to show support for the Iraqi national team during the Gulf Cup was raised by the participants

themselves. When asked about the role that JISRA in coming up with the initiative and how they



approached people in the South from different cultures, and religions, they stated:

“The JISRA project, in general, has changed some of our core concepts, especially surrounding
issues of peace and social cohesion, through participation and integration with communities of
different cultures.... Going to Basra was something that previously I would have never considered
as I would have been worried about targeted attacks. However, none of this happened, and instead,
I met people from the Shiite communities that I normally do not engage with and learned from

them” (Male participant from Bashiqa, Y1 years old)

“I wanted to visit Basra as I had never been before and was interested in learning more about other
cultures, an interest gained during the JISRA sessions... in Basra, I met black Iraqis and Muslims
from the Shiite sect and Baha’is as well. We discussed how the politics in their province affected
them differently, and we told them how we are affected by the politics of our provinces differently.

We realised how much we shared in terms of experiences” (Male from Hamdaniya, YV years old)

We are bringing this example up now as a part of World Interfaith Harmony Week, to show that
it is possible to create one national identity which considers and applies to all faith groups in
Iraq. Since its adoption by the UN General Assembly in Y-V, World Interfaith Harmony Week
is celebrated every year between ) and V February. All over the world, religious actors and other
goodwill groups come together to show the power of their activities, and the value of interreligious

exchange to society.

The JISRA partners - Search for Common Ground (Search), Peace & Freedom Organisation (PFO),
Mensen met een Missie, CAPNI for Humanitarian Aid in Iraq and Tearfund - call on citizens and
communities across Iraq to join us in the celebration of interfaith harmony and act together to
create the spaces where all faith groups feel safe and can enjoy something as simple as football

games under the same flag.

While today marks the end of the interfaith harmony week, JISRA will continue to push for inter-
faith harmony across Iraq through our activities, as well as national advocacy efforts. If you would

like to find out more, see details below.



